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Eight years ago a call, signed by two men, each of whom has since laid 
down his work here to take up the larger opportunities beyond this present 
life, was sent out to the ministers of this country and Canada. The call 
was one which asked for one sermon a year in the early autumn devoted 
to setting forth the claims of the Bible upon the time and energies of the 
Christian. The signers of this call were William Rainey Harper, the 
founder and leader of the American Institute of Sacred Literature, and 
John Henry Barrows, then president of the Council of Seventy, its advisory 
board. 

It would be difficult to measure the effect of this call. Its plan of inter- 
esting people in the study of the Bible was so simple its emphasis of the 
school year as the legitimate Bible-study year so wise, that numerous 
organizations, in which Bible-study is a feature, adopted it, and at the 
present time the month of September is almost universally recognized as 
the time for the organization of Bible-study classes and the promotion of 
educational work along biblical lines in the church, the school, and the 
home. 

The Institute has a record of five thousand sermons preached on this 
topic, and this number would probaby be multiplied many times if all the 
facts were known. But does this mean that the plan has accomplished its 
task and the day need be no longer observed ? This question will hardly 
be answered in the negative if we consider the attitude which the church, 
and therefore each member of the church, is called upon to take today, 
toward the world and its needs. 

We expect, first of all, that the church will give personal, spiritual uplift. 
A church full of people who are without ideals, who are wholly taken up 
with practical cares, who are spiritually unable to respond to any appeal 
to their higher nature, cannot be a strong church. The first step in such 
a church is to lift the members out of themselves and into a consciousness 
of God and the dignity of a life linked with his in spiritual communion. 

How shall this sense of God and his attitude toward each aspiring 
heart be imparted ? In no other way so effectively as by the study of the 
history through which the Christian conception of God came to the Hebrews 
and their successors. One cannot become acquainted at first hand with 
this history and fail to share in the wonderful idealism of prophet, priest, 
and sage which found its highest expression in Jesus. 
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The second function of the church today is the creation and further 
development of a Christian social consciousness. Never before in the 
history of the world has the idea of solidarity been so characteristic of the 
age as at present. Thousands who do not call themselves "Christians" 
have accepted as their ideal of life the essential Christian spirit, the ability 
to sacrifice their own interests for those of the many. The direct touch 
of God the Father upon the hearts of his children has awakened in many 
the motives which the church, with its limitations of creeds and sacraments, 
did not arouse. But it does not therefore follow that the great Book of 
the church has not the power to create and train this social consciousness 
which is springing into being. It was Jesus who amid social crime and 
the aristocracy of wealth and royal blood declared the brotherhood of man 
and the responsibility of each for the other and for the whole. He who 
knows Jesus best has the simplest, highest, and the most practical ideal 
of his own responsibility to society, and the only record of the earthly 
life of Jesus is found in the New Testament. 

The third great obligation of the church to the world today is not a 
new one, but has recently received new emphasis and developed new 
aspects. It is the mission of Christianity as it relates itself to the world 
as a whole. Today is witnessing a new attitude among nations, an inter- 
national intercourse friendly and close in relations of commerce and trade, 
respectful and inquiring in educational activities, at least tolerant and 
considerate in studious contemplation of the religions of the world. These 
new conditions make it more important than at any other time perhaps since 
the first century that the youth of the church shall have a broad and true 
conception of what Christianity really is, and come under the sway of 
the Spirit of Jesus, for to them we must look for the universal Christianity. 
Without these things we shall miss, as more than once in the past the church 
has missed, an immeasurable opportunity. But how can these things be 
achieved except through broad and intelligent study of the Bible ? 

Since it is clear that the live church and the live Christian must find 
in the facts and teachings of the Bible so great a source of inspiration, the 
leaders of the church will welcome, and co-operate with, every attempt 
to lay emphasis upon and direct attention to the study of the Bible. Bible- 
study Sunday is the expression of such an attempt. 

The educational value of the plan may be clearly seen. It emphasizes 
the obligation of the pastor to his people as the natural director of their 
study; it gives the publicity which concerted action affords; it arouses 
good people who habitually and thoughtlessly read the Bible to a realiza- 
tion of their opportunity; it emphasizes the educational activities of the 
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church with its young people; it reassures those whose confidence in the 
growth of the influence of the Bible is waning; it makes the Bible at least 
temporarily a topic of popular conversation; it does all this at a time and in 
such a manner as to put the study of the Bible on at least an equal plane 
with all the other activities of the church which have their natural beginning 
in the autumn. To observe the day entails no difficult conditions; it gives 
great opportunity. No one denomination profits by it more than another, 
statistics showing that all alike are benefited. 

Some years ago the ministers who registered their names at the head- 
quarters of the Institute as wishing to observe Bible-study Sunday received, 
in addition to suggestions for the program of the day, certain sermon out- 
lines upon the theme — "Bible-Study and Its Relation to the Christian 
Life," prepared by several eminent preachers. The Institute will again 
this year offer to all who register their wish to co-operate a series of oudines 
by eminent scholars upon the subject of "The Duty of the American Citizen 
to Know the Bible." It is not expected that any minister will wish to adopt 
any one of these outlines in toto, but that the group will give the points 
of view of the differing mind and attitude of the men who have been 
selected to prepare them. It is expected that they will stimulate those who 
read them not to slavishly follow, but to reach out into new fields of argu- 
ment and exposition, each one with his own people in mind and his own 
local conditions to meet, the great object being always to inspire more and 
more people to read and study the Bible systematically. 

Will you co-operate — 

i. By pledging yourself to observe the day? 

2. By distributing copies of pledge cards and of the "Call " to ministers 
whom you may meet between now and September 10. 

3. By aiding the Institute in spreading information in regard to the 
plan as widely as possible. 

4. By keeping the day in your own mind and before your people in 
such a way that you and they will be prepared when the day comes to 
embrace with enthusiasm the opportunity to enter upon or to continue 
systematic Bible-study in one way or another. 

Copies of this "Call " may be secured from the office of the American 
Institute of Sacred Literature, Hyde Park, Chicago, 111., in any quantity 
for distribution. 



